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a tank. But it really isn't facing up to the problens
that you are tal king about. And the other part is that

| amnot sure that honestead exenption is a fair way

to distribute sales and incone tax. Not everyone owns

a home. There is all kinds of conbinations of things
that happen when you get to thinking about that. | am
certainly not in favor of taking off the honestead
exemption for the elderly or the veterans or those that
are handi capped that now receive a considerabl e home-
stead exenption, not gust the 1lttle bit anount we are
tal king about. But | guess enough has been said on 1t
and what | amgoing to say in ny closing is that if wenant
to help tax relief, put sone tax relief in place, let' s
do it in a substantial nmanner and do it upfront. | would
much rather give up that 17, or 18, or 19 dollars that

| might receive on nmy home than to have the tax raised
at the other end, and we are going to need sone extra
funding to cushion our budget. | can't think of a better
place to get 1t. Thank you.

PRESI DENT: The Chair recogni zes Senator Hanni bal .

SENATOR HANNI BAL: Thank you, M. President, and menbers,
I"mtrying to figure out what nmy concl usi ons are goi ng

to be after | tell you what is on nmy nmind. | have the

di stinction of serving on both the Revenue Conmittee and
the M scel |l aneous Subjects Commttee, and had the dis-
tinction of voting on 396 com ng out of commttee, and |
voted against 1t and | had the distinction of voting to
bring the lottery bill out of commttee but | voted against
t he homestead exenption part of the distribution because
I was opting for a different kilnd of distribution that
woul d have been nore general property tax relief as
opposed to strictly homestead exenption. But as | re-
call the discussions in the Revenue Committee as to why
396 shoul d pass, we were dealing with, as Senator Newell
said, it is only 417 to each honmeowner, and it is costing
the state 44.7 mllion. Now when you put every 017 to-
gether 1t neans sonethlng to us as a Department of Rev-
enue or the revenue for the rest of the state. Butwhen
you are tal king about 417 per homeowner regardl ess of
their inconme, regardl ess of their need, regardl ess of

the value of their property, that 1t doesn't nean anything
to them So let's gust scrap it. Well, there were five
menbers that thought that's what we should do. | was not
one of themand | amstill not one of them because now
especially with the lottery bill com ng before us, we
have no idea what is going to happen to that, but we have
an opportunity if it does pass to significantly increase
that 817 across the board and | can't renenber the exact



